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believed to be the soul of Thirukannamangai Andan the faithful
devotee, the great disciple of Nathamuni.

In the Thiru Unnazhi prakaram, there are a number
of beautiful sculptures. Some of the beautiful sculptures are
exquisitely carved stone images of Kalinga narthanan, Lak-
shmi Narasimhan, Vamanan, Parasuraman, Hiranyasamhara-
murthi, Balaraman, Kothandaraman, Venugopalan, Brahma,
Paramapadanathan, Gajendra varadhan, Saraswati, Bhoovara-
han, Navaneethakrishnan etc. Usually, whenever we think of
Adisesha, immediately in our mind's eye we think of Adisesha
only in the form of divine couch with God lying on it. In
this place, there is a sculpture of Paramapadanathan seated
on Adisesha with its hood spread like umbrella over the head
of the Lord. These pieces of sculpture are beautiful pieces of
art, nay of eloquent poetry in stone. Just outside the Perumal
sannidhi, on the wall there is also a sculpture of Buddha with
folded (anjali) hastam.

Epigra^hical Highlights:

A copper plate found in this temple says that a descendant
of Thirumalai Nayakar of Madurai by name Raja Manya Rajasri
Achuta Vijaya Raghunatha Nayakar in the year 1608 gifted 60
velis of nanjai land to meet the expenses towards performing
the pooja and neivedhyam to the Perumal.

There is also another inscription which says that in 1621
A.D. renovation work was undertaken in this tmeple and the
Bakthavatsala PerumaFs mahapradishtai was celebrated with
great pomp and splendour. This is found on a stone inscription
in Thiru Unnazhi prakaram.

On the door jamb to the left of the front gopuram is entrance
of Bakthavatsala Perumal temple, there is an inscription regard-
ing abolition of all taxes and dues on the lands* belonging to the
temple of Pajttaravi Perumal at Thirukkannamangalam accord-
ing to an order of Pallikondapenimal Piravadevaraya Malavara-
yar. l
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